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CATCHING THE TIDE

“pending the evolution of a forum in the nature of a parliamentary or people’s assembly within the UN system, a start should be made by convening an annual Forum of Civil Society… It would be both functionally and symbolically desirable for the Forum to meet in the Plenary Hall of the General Assembly in the run-up to the Assembly’s annual session” Our Global Neighbourhood (1995) p258

As the time has come to ask our members to renew their subscriptions, it is opportune to look once again at UNGA-Link’s basic mandate and where we should be steering our vessel among the flotilla of NGOs, CSOs and CBOs with an interest in the United Nations. (See p3 for a glossary of acronyms).  It would in any case be a time for reflection, given the retirement of our founding Chair and the appointment of our first paid, albeit part-time, employee.

Many of us are individual members of UNA, we number three UNA branches among our member organisations, and UNGA-Link is an affiliated organisation of UNA-UK.  When UNGA-Link was launched in May 1998, the core membership had supported previous initiatives – INFUSA, CAMDUN and others – which responded to a feeling that more emphasis should be put on achieving formal representation at the United Nations for the full range of civil society organisations.  Representation through WFUNA, or the large, New York-based NGOs of CONGO, was not enough.

The first point of UNGA-Link’s mission statement, “Promoting an annual civil society companion assembly or forum to the UN General Assembly”, picked up the proposal quoted above from the report of the Commission on Global Governance, Our Global Neighbourhood, produced for the UN’s 50th anniversary. 

When in November 2002 the IPU, an NGO in consultative status with ECOSOC, was granted observer status at the General Assembly, UNGA-Link proposed, as part of its submission to the Cardoso Panel on UN-Civil Society relations, that a World Civil Society Union (WCSU) should be granted GA observer status too. 
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Members of the WCSU should be international CSOs capable of acting as “representing associations” (a term of Boutros Boutros-Ghali).   We envisage each having links with structures at the regional, national and perhaps local levels.  Some examples are the Association of World Citizens, CIVICUS, CONGO, the People’s UN, the World Civil Society Forum, the World Federalist Movement, the World Social Forum and, of course, WFUNA.  

The mainstream media, as always, keep the most painful failures to achieve the UN’s goals before our eyes.  But the journals, newsletters and websites of thousands of CSOs testify to constructive work for peace, development, human rights, environmental protection, and a law-governed world.  We see these organisations forming coalitions with others like themselves, as well as partnerships with like-minded governments and sometimes corporations.  The fields of Disarmament, International Law and the Environment all offer examples. 

We see UNGA-Link’s role at this time of international networking and coalition-building is to press for coherence at the global level, focused on the UN General Assembly.  The terms of reference of the Cardoso panel were directly relevant to our mandate and we read their report with keen interest.  The inserts with this newsletter introduce their proposals along with some informed comment.

We exist to raise the profile of UN-Civil Society relations - above all in the UK - to advance proposals and to create contexts for discussion.  If you are not a member, please join us.  If you are, please renew your subscription without delay!            The Editor

Time  for Change  at UNGA-Link

Jeffrey Segall discusses the UN Link 2000 report with Ahmad Fawzi, UNIC London, January 2000

The founding Chair of UNGA-Link UK has decided that the time has come for him to stand down.  Until now, all the achievements of our organisation – the creative proposals, the early support for the World Civil Society Forum, publicity for the Secretary-General’s Prevention of Armed Conflict report and its civil society follow-up, and a generally higher profile for UN-Civil Society relations in the UK – all have been Jeffrey Segall’s initiatives.  The rest of us have done what we can to support him. 

The photograph above recalls the successful completion of UNGA-Link’s first major project: the UN Link 2000 process which began with widespread consultation among UK CSOs, followed by a conference, and the production of a report which was presented to Secretary-General Kofi Annan through the good offices of the Director of the UN Information Centre in London.  Now that Information Centre has closed, Mr Fawzi has moved on, and at the AGM in July our Chair became our Honorary Consultant.


The new officers are listed in the usual box on page 4.  Other members of the Executive Committee are Gillian Briggs (Moseley & District UNA), Phrakru Lom (the Buddhapadipa Temple) and Bibi Small (Youthvoice Worldwide) representing member organisations; and Vijay Mehta and Susan Tirbutt representing individual members.  We are all over-stretched volunteers and short of funds – if you support our objectives and have skills or money to spare do get in touch!  Our Treasurer, in particular, would happily follow Jeffrey Segall into retirement from the Committee.

And finally, the good news: Jeffrey Segall’s application to the Marmot Family Trust succeeded in gaining us a grant to employ an Outreach Worker for one year, possibly two.  The successful candidate introduces herself below.  She should be your general contact person for the next two months when the new Chair/Editor will be abroad: 

UNGA-Link Outreach, 2 Albany Chambers, 

21 High Street, Petersfield, Hampshire, GU32 3JT. 

E-mail: emily_burfoot@hotmail.com. 

We the Peoples: Civil Society, the UN and Global Governance

Report of the Panel of Eminent Persons on UN-Civil Society Relationships

In producing this brief introduction to the Report, the 6-page NGLS Roundup 113 (June 2004) has been very helpful.  To receive a copy, download from www.un-ngls.org or write to NGLS, Palais des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland.  Paragraph numbers refer to the Report itself which may be downloaded from the Panel’s website, www.un/org/reform/panel.htm.  In addition to the Report – available in Arabic, Chinese, French, Russian and Spanish as well as English – the website has links to its official launch and press conference, and to details of the Panel’s meetings and consultations.  There is also a transcript of the first Security Council meeting on the Role of Civil Society in post-conflict peace-building (22 June 2004).  And one can access the 18-page report of the Panel’s Survey, detailing responses to 1 December 2003.  We are awaiting a reply to our inquiry about the availability of the Report in hard copy.

Members of the Panel: they were appointed by the Secretary-General as independent experts, with a balance between geographic regions and gender.  Collectively, they have experience in politics, government, the United Nations, civil society, academia and business.  The Chair, a former President of Brazil, was Fernando Henrique Cardoso.  Other members were Bagher Asadi (Iran), Manuel Castells (Spain), Birgitta Dahl (Sweden), Peggy Dulany (USA), Andre Erdos (Hungary), Malini Mehra (India), Juan Mayr (Colombia), Kumi Naidoo (South Africa), Mary Racelis (Philippines), Prakash Ratilal (Mozambique) and Aminata Traore (Mali).  Their brief biographies are in Annex I of the Report, along with the Panel’s terms of reference.

Consultations and Funding: a list of their Broad and Targeted Consultations comprises Annex II.  The Panel held a total of 58 consultation meetings, including one in London (17 November 2003) co-hosted by the Centre for Social Markets and the One World Trust.  A list of donors and other funding sources appears in Annex III.  Among the 6 contributing governments, we are glad to see our own (through DfID).

The Report gives credit to the United Nations where it is due, but does not hesitate to offer constructive criticism or to pass on criticisms received through the consultations. It affirms that “there is much to be proud of in (the UN’s) existing strategies and recent measures to enhance engagement”, adding that the Report’s proposals “are largely intended to expand, deepen and protect them not replace them.”   It argues for depoliticising the accreditation process, concerned about the growing number of GONGOs.  It also acknowledges the concerns of some member states about the pressure on UN meeting facilities and timetables created by the rising numbers of CSOs seeking to attend, and the perception that some CSO interventions are “offensive”.  But it suggests that obstructing the application or accreditation process by “arbitrary political judgements, is not a good way to address such concerns.” (para 123).    On the matter most directly relevant to UNGA-Link, the Report suggests “The United Nations should embrace an array of forums, each designed to achieve a specific outcome…” (Proposal 2); and proposes that the main constituencies the UN works with form “broad networks” to help monitor practices and revise strategies “perhaps leading to their evolution into recognised advisory groups” (Proposal 23).  

Advocated Paradigm Shifts: the 30 proposals of the Report largely stem from four underlying priorities identified through the Panel’s deliberations.  These are, in brief:

· The UN must…give more emphasis to convening and facilitating rather than “doing”…

· The UN must embrace a plurality of constituencies: many actors may be relevant to an issue

· The UN must connect the local with the global…

· The UN must help re-shape democracy for the 21st century… tackling the democratic deficits it is prone to, emphasising participatory democracy and deeper accountability of institutions to the global public.

Fostering Multi-Constituency Processes: the first proposal takes account of the increasing activity in recent years of non-State actors on issues including gender, climate change, debt, landmines and AIDS; and recognises that governments alone cannot resolve today’s most difficult challenges.    It reads, in part:

In exercising its convening power, the UN should emphasize inclusion of all constituencies relevant to an issue, recognize that the key actors are different for different issues, foster multistakeholder partnerships to pioneer solutions and empower a range of global policy networks to innovate and build momentum on policy options…
The second proposal calls for the “array of forums” noted above, to address the current problem of overloaded agendas and meetings of barely manageable size.  It suggests different modes of engagement throughout the lifecycle of an issue: first interactive high-level round tables, then global conferences to define norms and targets, multi-stakeholder partnerships to implement the new norms and targets, and multistakeholder hearings to monitor compliance, review experience and revise strategies.

Next, the Report describes the growing importance of  “networked governance” in which global coalitions of constituencies that include likeminded governments, CSOs and others work together to influence policy and shape public opinion.  In fields ranging from small arms to conflict diamonds, child soldiers, landmines and crimes against humanity, such coalitions have already influenced global standard and goal setting.  Proposal 3 reads, in part:
The Secretariat should innovate with networked governance… It should experiment with a Global Internet Agora to survey public opinion and raise awareness… The Secretary-General should initiate multi-stakeholder advisory forums on selected emerging issues and feed their conclusions to appropriate intergovernmental forums.

Proposals 4, 5 and 6 refer to global conferences (should be used “sparingly”), convening multiconstituency public hearings “to review progress in meeting globally agreed commitments”, and to the General Assembly permitting “the carefully planned participation of other actors besides central governments in its processes” and regularly inviting “contributions by those offering high-quality independent inputs.”

Investing More in Partnerships: it is this section and the next which have most to say about the UN “connecting the local with the global” and how it could be achieved.   The Panel came to see the need for a  “two-way street” connecting UN norm-setting at the global level and “practical fixing” operations in particular countries. (para 35).  Inspired by the success of Local Agenda 21 and some subsequent developments, Proposals 7 and 8 call for a Partnership Development Unit  which should make sure that lessons of practice were “fully internalized” .  This unit’s function would be

to help incubate and decentralize the partnership approach, guide the needed management shifts, ensure sound evaluations and provide support services throughout the UN… 

Proposal 9 relates to engaging the private sector.  The Panel recognised the wide variety of actors here, from small local enterprises and microbusinesses to large multinational companies, and said the UN needs to engage with each using different strategies, for example

Incorporating the Global Compact under the proposed Office of Constituency Engagement and Partnerships (see Proposal 24); …helping build the capacity and competitiveness of micro and small businesses (and) Strengthening the Global Compact’s capacity for…enhancing corporate responsibility.

Focus on the Country Level: the Panel believes that the best place to start enhancing UN-Civil Society relations and implementing global goals and norms is at country level.  “Locally designed strategies… take into account local realities, cultures and priorities, they are locally owned and supported by the public, with opportunities for the involvement of elected representatives, and they are more likely to include a diversity of actors from within and outside the central Government.” (para 80).  Proposals 10 and 11 relate to this theme.

Strengthening the Security Council: Roles for Civil Society – the Report notes that the UN’s “most politically sensitive organ” has greatly enhanced its informal relations with civil society in recent years  (para 95).  Proposal 12 suggests four ways these could be developed, referring to improvements of the Arria formula, encouraging field missions to meet local CSO leaders, having seminars at which CSO presentations and others were heard, and setting up independent commissions of inquiry to follow Council-mandated operations – perhaps a global public policy committee connected to national foreign affairs committees.

Engaging with Elected Representatives: the suggestion of having national foreign affairs committees review the outcomes of Security Council operations is one of many throughout the report which show the importance of the role the Panel hope that national parliaments, through their Standing or Select Committees and otherwise, can play in improving global governance.  Paragraphs 101-116 discuss this aspect, in support of Proposals 13-16.  Proposal 15 suggests that Member States
Instruct the Secretariat to work with national parliaments and the Inter-Parliamentary Union, as appropriate, to convene one or more experimental global public policy committees… (which) would comprise parliamentarians from the most relevant functional committee in a globally representative range of countries… 

Proposal 16 recommends that the Secretary-General create “an institutional home” in the UN for engaging parliamentarians, on the model of the Non-Governmental Liaison Service (NGLS).   Proposals 17 and 18 relate to Local Government: respect for “local autonomy as a universal principle”, and a suggestion that the Unit described in Proposal 16 liaise with local authorities and their new world association, United Cities and Local Governments.
The remainder of the Report is no less important than what is outlined above and we hope many will take the opportunity to study it in full.  Space remains only to recall Proposal 23, that the Secretariat encourage constituencies to form “broad networks”; and to note that administration of the Report’s recommendations would depend very largely on the new Office of Constituency Engagement and Partnerships called for in Proposal 24.
A Personal Appraisal of the Cardoso Report

Jeffrey J. Segall, 

Founder-editor Medicine and War; 

Co-Founder, Campaign for a More Democratic United Nations 

(CAMDUN:  www.camdun-online.gn.apc.org);

Chairperson, UNGA-Link UK, 1999 -July 2004.

I particularly support:

(a) The “two-way street” concept for global governance deliberations and country operational activities (para 35-37).

(b) Networked governance (para 51).

(c) Public hearings (Proposal 5); regular non-state participation in the General Assembly and its committees (para 66 and Proposal 6); UN engagement with the private sector, parliamentarians and local government as well as with civil society (para 77-78).

(d) A UN Partnership Development Unit and a multi-stakeholder Partnership Assessment Forum (Proposal 7).

(e) Focusing on country level in UN normative and operational work (para 79 and 94, Proposal 11).

(f) Improving non-governmental accreditation in the UN system, including UN accreditation to be by a committee of the GA (Proposal 19), and establishing a GA Secretariat Accreditation Unit (Proposal 20).

(g) Ensuring self-managed “best practices” by UN partners in its constituencies (Proposal 23).

My hope is that civil society organizations worldwide will respond to the Report by establishing international, regional and national Civil Society Networks for Relating to the UN.

I do not support:

(a) The implicit proposal for the UN to provide “an institutional home” for national parliaments (para 116, Proposal 16), which are not included in the Panel’s terms of reference. The Report also fails to mention that the IPU is an NGO whereas parliaments are part of the state sector. Moreover, the effect of the proposal would be to strengthen the influence of power politics in the work of the GA, as on issues affected by power politics the parliamentary representatives would conform to the policy of their member states as represented in the GA. This contrasts with a GA-linked world civil society forum which could “mitigate power politics and help relieve tensions between the dictates of universality and national sovereignty” 

                                   [GA President Ismail Razali’s opening statement at 51st GA Regular Session].

(b) The proposal for the UN Secretariat  to work selectively with parliaments and the IPU in one or more experimental global policy committeees (Proposal 15) instead of initiating broadly “the participation of non-state actors in international affairs” 

                                                                       [Boutros Boutros-Ghali, Ottawa Citizen, 7 April 2003].

(c) The absence of a broadly inspiring proposal, such as a non-state Subsidiary Organ of the GA under Article 22 of the Charter composed of representatives of civil society (through networks linked in a World Civil Society Union as proposed by UNGA-Link UK), parliamentarians (through the IPU), local authorities (through United Cities and Local Governments), the private sector and other possible UN constituencies. This would provide a UN non-state institutional home for global governance deliberations which could have the additional advantage of media attention and general public interest. The Subsidiary Organ’s Constitution would necessarily require the approval of the GA and the accreditation of its members could be carried out by the GA Secretariat. 

(d) A lack of transparency in omitting the Panel’s Questionnaire – its text, data on its distribution and national or regional percentage responses, and an analysis of the responses received.

New York Civil Society Welcomes the Cardoso Report – So Far


Wilfrid G Grey, our representative at UN Headquarters

These are still early days to give a comprehensive assessment of how the NGO Community at UN Headquarters feels about the Report.  It can be affirmed however that its appearance is enthusiastically welcomed by civil society here in New York. 

To be enabled through these proposals to move from a global polity of representative democracy to one of contributing democracy would be a huge step forward.  It would mean that civil society has come of age.  

The problem is how to achieve these goals: it is by no means certain that the ways outlined in the Cardoso Report are the only, or even the best, ways forward to overcome the existing democratic deficit.

Already some major questions about the contents have surfaced.  Why does the Report give so little attention to women and gender issues?  Where is the opportunity for NGOs to appeal against rejection by the Secretariat?  What about an Ombudsman to resolve related controversies?  Why is there no mention of machinery for a Peoples Assembly to relate to the General Assembly?

One of the central themes of the Report is to create a new Secretariat office of Constituency Engagement and Partnership (Proposal 24).  This office would be the focal point of civil society’s relationship with the UN.  The relationship would work like this: first of all, at the national level, a coordinating office such as the UNDP would bring together a wide range of civil society Stakeholders – representatives of national Civil Society Organisations, Trade Unions, Religious leaders, Businessmen and others – for discussions.  

Second, their recommendations would pass to the newly created Secretariat office which would be headed by an Under-Secretary-General.  Third, this office would look at the proposals and maybe coordinate them into a still wider civil society framework.  Fourth, a Global Policy Debate about these and other civil society proposals would be held just before the General Assembly session.  Thus a new way of deliberation between Civil Society and Member States would begin to be established.

The range of work planned for the new office of Constituency Engagement and Partnership is formidable as the Report expects it to be pro-active too.  One particularly important task would be to take over the accreditation process.  This has been an area with strong political overtones and it is by no means certain that all Member States will wish to give up direct control of the examination procedures.

Members of the Cardoso panel seem confident this new office could be paid for, but money alone will not be enough.  The Secretariat would have to find and train a whole raft of people who understand the complexities of national and international NGOs.

Now we wait anxiously to see what actions the Secretary-General will take to implement some of the purely administrative recommendations of the report.  Also we need to know which Governments in the General Assembly are going to support these reforms.  

It is certainly time for constituencies of civil society all over the world to get together and decide which parts of the report are the most important to them. 
Meet Emily Burfoot, our new Outreach Worker
I graduated from Coventry University, for the second time, in 2003 with a Masters in Diplomacy, Law and Global Change. This second course of study was to equip myself to work in the not-for-profit sector.

My reason for wishing to work for such organisations is very simple:  I wish to help make the world a safer, more peaceful and more tolerant place.  I strongly believe that the way to work towards these goals is through the UN and its systems.

The United Nations needs to reform in order to stay effective.  There are many ways that it can do this, one of which is through increased cooperation with civil society organisations, such as UNGA-Link.

  My aim as Outreach Worker is to promote the organisation and thus increase its size and membership base.  The issues raised by UNGA-Link are very topical now and therefore UN reform and civil society are things that the general public are interested in.  We need to harness this interest and turn it into momentum for debate and change.

There are several ways that this can be done.  The first is by being as active as we have been in the past, and ensuring that UNGA-Link is always associated with the topic of UN renewal through civil society involvement.  The second is by ensuring that UNGA-Link becomes a central member of the proposed UK Forum on UN-Civil Society relations, sharing our views and knowledge with other organisations. Finally the best way I can think of to really promote the goals and aims of UNGA-Link is to recruit new active members. The more people that actively lobby for greater civil society involvement in the UN, the greater the chance that the international community will sit up and listen.

How do The Cardoso Proposals Relate to Us?

In his introduction to the Cardoso Report at the Open Forum after our AGM, Keith Hindell (UNA-UK) said it represented the most important breakthrough for UN-Civil Society relations in 20 years. It is well-argued, well-written and deserves serious attention.  He saw two – quite fundamental – areas of difficulty: first, persuading member states to accept its proposals; second, raising the money to implement them.   But CSOs should recognise that the Report is a big step forward, and lobby the government to study and support it.  Jeffrey Segall’s response to the report (see pp. 3-4) was read before the meeting was opened to general discussion.  He appreciates many of the proposals but regrets the absence of one to mitigate the influence of power politics through a GA-linked civil society body.

One Participant in the Open Forum suggested a UN Parliamentary Assembly on the model of the European Parliament might be worth considering.  Another was very sceptical about the independence of parliamentary representation.  Someone said people don’t have to be elected to be representative.  And someone suggested an NGO conference in parallel to the General Assembly, as with the Summits of the 1990s.  Jim Addington (Action for UN Renewal) proposed a joint conference on the Future of the General Assembly which would allow discussion in greater depth. 

Other contributions to the Forum included a first-hand report on the cease-fire under stress in Sri Lanka and of a project of Peaceworkers UK to assist Sri Lankan CSOs.  As the government of Norway has long been involved in this peace process, it illustrates the sort of multistakeholder partnership for specific ends that the Cardoso report recommends.  In this case, the ends are the Prevention of Armed Conflict and the opportunity for all to create a society that respects human dignity. 




Burns Supper in Berlin, 12 February 05

For 20 years, fans of Robbie Burns in Germany held an annual supper in Berlin, close to Burns Night (25 January). Frank Neville of the Helsinki Citizens Assembly, one of our member organisations, proposes for next February not only the traditional eating of haggis and reciting of Burns poems but something more: a bilingual, structured colloquium to inspire popular support for a peaceful, sustainable planet through an effective United Nations.

If you or your organisation would like to join in this endeavour, or be reported as supporting it, contact Frank Neville as below – by e-mail for preference:  sustainability@which.net. 

Sustainability Enquiry Point, Unit 5, Mathew Court, Milne’s East Wynd, Dundee DD1 5BA.  

Tel. 01382 228 986

Another World is Possible

The European Social Forum 

London, 14 – 17 October, 2004

We’re grateful to Joy Shaw (Association of Teachers’ Widows) for information about this event.  The provisional agenda lists the following 6 Axis headings:

· War and Peace

· Democracy and Fundamental Rights

· Social Justice and Solidarity

· Corporate Globalisation and Global Justice

· Against Racism, Discrimination and the Far Right: for Equality and Diversity

· Environmental Crisis, Against Neo-liberalism and for Sustainable Societies

They may also include discussion on the relationship between political parties and social movements.  

The London event is planned for up to 20,000 delegates from all over the world, many representing religious faiths, trade unions, environmental and peace groups, charities and community groups and students.

If you are keen to attend, - perhaps to organise a workshop or seminar at this event for your organisation, and/or to add a UN dimension - contact the address below ASAP.

3-day tickets cost £30 (£20 unwaged/students).  Registration forms from UK ESF Committee,

C/o T&G, 218 Green Lanes, 

London N4 2HB.  Tel: 020 8809 5347; 

E-mail: ukesfoffice@gn.apc.org.

Open Forum on UN-Civil Society Relations

Invitations to this event went to hundreds of organisations and individuals. They attracted people from a wide range of CSOs and, among the apologies, one from an MP.  Keith Hindell (UNA-UK) facilitated proceedings, beginning with an introduction to the Cardoso Report.  For subsequent discussion  relevant to the report see pages 2 & 3.

Other subjects further illustrated the trend to inclusive civil society gatherings. First, the Barcelona Forum, a summer-long “festival of cultures” prepared by the government of Spain. Several  participants  had  been  to Barcelona in June for  a 5-day conference entitled “Toward a World Without Violence”.  There were speakers and workshops, theatre and music, and a huge tent with displays covering all the issues – Disarmament, Clean Water, Fair Trade and the rest.

Ian Lynch (Rainbow Time) is hoping to create a sort of Barcelona Forum through his new  website, 

www.rainbowtime.co.uk.  It aims to allow people round the world to share information and ideas and work together for “a brighter way of living”.  Details from him at Boycott Farm Bungalow, Welsh Lane, Stowe, Bucks. MK18 5DJ; e-mail ian@rainbowtime.co.uk.









Does the UK need a new Forum for UN-Civil Society Relations?


This was the key question at the Open Forum which followed our AGM on 24 July, and focused largely on the recently published Cardoso Report.  Jeffrey Segall had proposed that UNGA-Link and UNA-UK jointly convene a UN-Civil Society conference to produce a  collective reponse to the report and possibly create a new network.  With only limited time to discuss such a complex question, it was agreed to ask the new Executive Committee to explore the matter further.  One participant was profoundly sceptical about the value of pursuing the proposal but most were broadly in sympathy.  It may turn out that UNA-UK’s idea of hosting a Stakeholder Forum meets our felt need for a UK Forum covering all global issues, possibly involving elected representatives of CSOs, parliament, local government and the private sector, and focused on relations with the UN.  Watch this space for developments.    Further reports on the Open Forum, pages 7 & 8(online)
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Glossary of Acronyms





ASAP	As Soon As Possible


CAMDUN     Campaign for a More  


                       Democratic United Nations


CBO	Community-Based Organisation


CIVICUS         a name, not an acronym


CSO                Civil Society Organisation


CONGO         Conference of NGOs in 


                        Consultative Status with ECOSOC


GONGO	Government-Organised NGO


ECOSOC         Economic and Social Council


INFUSA	International Network for a UN


	Second Assembly


IPU	Inter-Parliamentary Union


NGO	Non-Governmental Organisation


UNA	United Nations Association


UNGA	United Nations General Assembly


WCSU	World Civil Society Union


WFUNA	World Federation of UNAs








UNGA-Link’s new year begins in October – Please use the enclosed slip to renew your membership.  If you have already paid a subscription in the last few months we leave it to your discretion – but we do need the money!























UNGA-Link Officers


Alison Williams	Chair/ Editor


Turner Briggs	Deputy Chair


Dominic Dibble	Secretary


Patsy Robertson	Deputy Secretary


Richard Pryor	Treasurer


Eliza Mann	Deputy Treasurer





Honorary Consultant


Jeffrey Segall








Outreach Worker


Emily Burfoot


2 Albany Chambers, 21 High Street, 


Petersfield, Hampshire, GU32 3JT.


E-mail: � HYPERLINK mailto:emily_burfoot@hotmail.com ��emily_burfoot@hotmail.com�.


(use above address September-October 04)








Main Office: 


e-mail: alison.williams8@btopenworld.com


website: www.ungalink.org.uk
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