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With the May Day protests and police reaction to them in London still fairly fresh in mind, the idea of civil society in action may inspire at best mixed feelings.  Media attention given to the more violent and destructive behaviour of protestors and police in Seattle, Prague and most recently Quebec does not, alas, point to the potential for new and better global governance.

The pictures on this page remind us of familiar, non-violent forms of action: supporters of the Global Women's Strike which took place on International Women's Day (8 March), and demonstrators outside the World Court of Women meeting in Cape Town, South Africa from 5-8 March.  
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Organisers of the Global Women's Strike in this country included Black Women for Wages for Housework (BWWH) based at Crossroad's Women's Centre in London.  They welcomed men and women to take part in their global action for, among other things, pay equity for all, paid maternity leave, abolition of Third World debt, accessible clean water and non-polluting technology; healthcare, housing,  transport… and freedom of movement. 
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The World Court of Women, a Norwegian initiative, has been held in different countries over ten years to provide a forum where women can call attention to a wide range of abuse and abusers before lawyers, judges and sympathetic peers.  Another form of action.

The World Civil Society Forum to be held in Geneva will allow the widest possible range of civil society movements and concerns to be heard, including many voices from indigenous people of the South because of its timing.

The draft agenda (to be confirmed 18-20 July) provides for thematic working groups on all the Big Issues, and sectoral groups for NGOs interested in relating to the UN/other international organisations, the private sector, and governments.

Some of the problematic questions underlying such enterprises are discussed on page 2.  Another is that what seems like the voluntary acceptance of unpaid work and responsibility to some people, may seem the self-appointed assumption of a leadership role to others who have less enviable financial security.  Please come to Geneva if you can, and help create a truly equitable World Civil Society Forum.






     Editor.

"The Role of Civil Society in Global Governance"
This challenging general theme appears for the opening discussion on the draft agenda of the Preparatory Forum in Geneva this July.  "Civil Society" and "Global Governance" are both relatively new concepts, and discussion of them soon points up differences of definition, perception and attitude.  Some years ago, the UN Department of Public Information listed eight main categories of Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) in addition to NGOs: religious, academic, local government, business, trade union, professional, media and indigenous.

A number of academic, business and professional people discussed the nature and possible role of "global civil society" in a recent Analysis radio programme, presented by Professor Mary Kaldor of the London School of Economics. The Secretary-General of the Dutch Inter-Church Peace Council said the term "civil society" was re-introduced to the West by East Europeans during their struggle to dissolve the corporate structures which oppressed them. They talked about International Civil Society, and transnational networks were formed which helped to end the Cold War.

Professor Kaldor said that although the term Global Civil Society was not as familiar as Global Capitalism, it nonetheless represented a significant force in the world: over 150,000 registered International NGOs (INGOs), plus many more transnational campaign groups, movements and networks.  She referred to successes of Civil Society's "humanitarian consciousness" in the Landmines Convention and the International Criminal Court; and in the economic field with the Jubilee 2000 campaign on Third World Debt.

Fundamental challenges to the notion of Global Civil Society came from Chris Brown, Professor of International Relations at the London School of Economics, and Paul Hirst, Professor of Social Policy at Birkbeck College.  Professor Brown cannot accept the idea of a Global Civil Society in the absence of a Global State.  It was always taken for granted that a state authority provided a policing context in which civil society could operate; and could act 

as a referee for issues which came up in civil society.  For most disadvantaged people in the world, the basic problem is an absence of Law and Order - an effective state authority.  In his view, the notion of global civil society is just a distraction for them.  

He also believes that notions of trust are culture-specific, and thinks it is becoming increasingly difficult to "get the right mind-set" for Global Civil Society to work.  Some NGOs follow the rule of law, others break the law for what they consider good reasons.  One can set up good institutions, provide a democratic framework for the rule of law, and find that not enough of the people think along the appropriate lines: he gave the problems of Russia as an instance of that.

Professor Hirst said organisations may have "diffuse support around the world" but cannot be inclusive or genuinely representative; and the more NGOs press their claims to influence governments and government agencies, the more fragile their legitimacy appears.  He compared Global Civil Society to a swamp with a lot of animals in it.  The campaigning organisations may be seen as a sub-set that the well-inclined, liberal part of the world think are good.  Fundamentalist religious groups, or nationalist irredentist campaigns would not win favour from those Liberals, but could not on rational or practical grounds be excluded from any Global Civil Society. He wondered if Liberals had better see themselves as an embattled minority in the world rather than as the core of a Global Society.

Professor Kaldor concluded that, on the contrary, engaged people must be prepared to debate the problems of our time across national borders; including "respectable NGOs, radical protest groups, and indeed the nationalist and fundamentalist strands of opinion.  We have to develop new forms of democratic deliberation in the world arena, and that's what Global Civil Society, for all its murky, swamp-like imperfections, can help us do." 

Taming the Globe, broadcast 29 March 2001; transcript on Analysis website, www.bbc.co.uk/radio4 
UNA-UK Support the Process in Geneva

Annual Conference vote to encourage participation, & convening workshops
UNGA-Link, an affiliate member of UNA-UK, proposed a resolution at UNA's recent Annual Conference in Swansea, inviting support for the preparatory World Civil Society Forum taking place in Geneva 18-20 July.  It was passed without opposition.


In moving the Resolution, our Chair, Jeffrey Segall, said its credentials go back to 1983 when the proposal for a UN Second Assembly was presented at a WFUNA Symposium in Geneva.  The idea was not taken up by WFUNA, but appealed to Harold Stassen, an American statesman and one of the signatories of the UN Charter in June 1945.  He included a UN NGO Assembly in the 1990 edition of his Draft Charter for a Better United Nations Organisation.

In the absence of progress, the Commission on Global Governance (CGG) in their 1995 report, Our Global Neighbourhood, recommended making a start with an annual Civil Society Forum linked with the General Assembly.  The UN Development Programme has kept the long-term aspiration alive, including in its 1999 Human Development Report the statement that among the key institutions needed for the 21st century is "a broader UN system, including a two-chamber General Assembly to allow for civil society representation."

Dr Segall said the CGG's first-step proposal is now making good progress.  The principle of a regular World Civil Society Forum was endorsed by the Millennium NGO Forum in May last year.  In June, the Swiss government and Geneva authorities hosted in great style a civil society forum which accompanied the General Assembly's Special Session on Social Development held in the Palais des Nations.  Now, implementation is under way in Geneva, where an infrastructure is available: a Preparatory Forum this July, and what may prove to be the first annual World Civil Society Forum in July 2002.

He concluded that UNA-UK's support for the Geneva initiative was essential if civil society in Britain was to make a substantial contribution to this innovation for better global governance.

Keith Hindell, Chair of London Region UNA, seconded the motion.  He said the Millennium NGO Forum had been "a fair start", and shown how Civil Society could function as an adjunct of the General Assembly. He recalled the member states resolving, in their Millennium Declaration, "To give greater opportunities to… non-governmental organizations and civil society, in general, to contribute to the realization of the Organization's goals and programmes."  The proposed World Civil Society Forum planned for 2002 in Geneva would provide an opportunity for civil society to follow the General Assembly's lead.  

The updated website of the Geneva Forum is www.mandint.org/forum. The "documents" page gives access to the agenda for July 2001, the list of proposed subjects for 2002 and further details.

The UN & You: Opportunities for Participation, 2001

Write, phone, fax or e-mail for further information about the following events:

Volunteers Week of International Year of Volunteers
       1-7 June

Istanbul +5, Special Session of the UN General Assembly - overall review & appraisal 

of the implementation of the Habitat agenda 
  New York, 6-8 June


UN Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons, in all its aspects



 New York, 9-20 July

Preparatory Meeting for World Civil Society Forum 2002: 

"Promoting the Role of Civil Society in Global Governance"
     Geneva, 18-20 July

UN World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia 

and Related Intolerance                                                      Durban, 31 August- 7 September

54th Annual Conference of the UN Department of Public Information for NGOs:

(DPI-NGO conference) "NGOs Today: Diversity of the Volunteer Experience"

                                                                                                       New York, 10-12 September

Special Session of the UN General Assembly on Children      New York, 19-21 September
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Geneva 2001 Civil Society Forum


Annual Conference


Recalling the involvement of UNA in the New York Millennium Forum;


Bearing in mind the successful Geneva 2000 Forum which accompanied the 


General Assembly's Special Session on Social Development;


Noting that many NGOs and other civil society groups will meet this year in Geneva on 18-20 July in a preparatory Civil Society Forum to carry forward the process of creating an annual World Civil Society Forum closely linked with the United Nations


Requests the UNA Board of Directors


to encourage members to participate in this Preparatory Forum, and


to join with other UK organisations in convening one or more Forum workshops.








Some General Points





Attending UN-NGO events is not an entirely straightforward matter.  Given  that the space and facilities at all venues are limited, civil society people have to get through a process of accreditation or selection.





Unless you belong to an NGO that has  consultative status with the Economic and Social Council, you cannot attend the official (governmental) sessions. The non-governmental forums accompanying those events are generally accessible however.  The limiting factor there, for most of us, is the cost of travelling and accommodation.  The events' registration fees are nominal.





For the DPI-NGO conference, UK people need a letter of support from the London UN Information Centre.











UNGA-Link Officers





Jeffrey Segall		Chair


Simon Burall		Deputy Chair


Alison Williams	Secretary/Editor


Dominic Dibble		Deputy Secretary


Richard Pryor		Treasurer


Daniel Wheatley	Deputy Treasurer





Main Office: 308 Cricklewood Lane,


                       London NW2 2PX.


         Tel/fax 020 8455 5005








Secretary/Editor: 


E-mail: Alison.M@Dial.pipex.com

















1
2

_1051362705.doc
[image: image1.png]






