T H E   U N G A   L I N K

The best hope for peace is UN – plus You
____________________________________________________________________________________

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


    Volume 5, Issue 1





                       March   2003


It’s  beyond  a  Joke -
Civil Society on the March for Peace & Justice

Saturday 15 February, the day after the UN Weapons Inspectors reported back to the Security Council on their work in Iraq, “We the peoples” turned out in our millions in some 600 cities round the world.

In the United Kingdom conservative estimates put the London crowd at 750,000 with 80,000 in Glasgow where the Prime Minster was to address a Labour Party conference. The demonstrators represented a cross-section of groups and organisations from all sections of our country.  Many had never been on a march before.  The passionate concern which united us all was the will to see the current drive towards war reversed, and a peaceful solution found for the problem posed by Weapons of Mass Destruction and UN member states flouting their obligations under the Charter.

This was old-fashioned direct action, letting our government know we felt strongly enough about the issue to turn out in large numbers and cheer speakers who put our arguments and emotions into words.  

But it is clear that something more is needed if governments are to recognise and respect the growing popular will for an international order based on law, and the implementation of solemn pledges such as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). “Bread not bombs” as one familiar slogan had it.

In September 2000, all the then 189 UN member states committed themselves to 8 goals related to poverty and the environment, most to be achieved by 2015. Recent news reports indicate that the nations have no prospect of achieving those goals without a serious recommitment, and as the Secretary-General pointed out last October, civil society has a role to play: “Each country must find the right mix of policies  - the one that suits its local conditions.  And the people of each country must insist that those policies be applied.” (Go Between no.94, bold added.)

This newsletter includes a reminder of UNGA-Link’s proposals to help people insist more effectively through the UN system, plus an insert with our proposal for the World Information Summit in December.  In addition to reports on a specific women’s issue and the Global Accountability Project, the discussion on who Civil Society are continues.  

And finally, we are glad to announce the launch of our web site: see the contact details box on page 4. 

                                                                        Editor

High-level Review of UN-Civil Society Relations

The NGLS publication Go Between no.93 reported that on 23 September 2002 the UN Secretary-General had unveiled the second stage of his reform proposals in a report entitled Strengthening the United Nations: an agenda for further change.  It is “an initiative from within”, designed to shape priorities toward achieving the Millennium Development Goals.  The Secretary-General puts forward “a package of very pragmatic improvements”, and will submit to the General Assembly this year “a thoroughly revised programme budget.”  Among the proposed improvements is the restructuring of the Department of Public Information (DPI).  It was seen to have suffered from “a fragmentation of its efforts as a result of too many mandates and missions” and would be restructured to “concentrate its efforts on key messages that will be part of a coordinated communications strategy with specific goals.”  It is proposed to “rationalise” the UN Information Centres around regional hubs, “starting with Western Europe”.  At the time of writing, we do not know whether that will mean the loss of UNIC London.

Most important from our point of view, Section IV of the report, “Working Better Together”, goes on to note that interaction between the United Nations and civil society had “blossomed with the world conferences of the past decade”. Over 2,000 NGOs now have formal consultative status with ECOSOC and over 3,500 organisations were accredited to the Earth Summit in Johannesburg last year.  That “explosive growth”, while welcome in principle, put strains on the existing system, so that NGOs often “encounter uneven standards and confusing procedures”. Among other difficulties, the report included “a great imbalance in the number of non-governmental organisations from the industrialised and those from developing countries, with very few of the latter taking part in UN activities.”  The report suggests that “all concerned would benefit from engagement with civil society actors based on procedures and policies that reflect greater coherence, consistency and predictability”; and the Secretary-General was to establish a high-level panel to make practical recommendations to achieve those ends.

The Panel of Eminent Persons was announced on 13 February.  A press release at www.un.org/reform/ reports that it is to be chaired by a former President of Brazil, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, and includes 11 additional members affiliated with governments, non-governmental organisations, academia and/or the private sector.  They will work “against a backdrop” of the exponential growth in the number and influence of NGOs, “who work closely in the field with UN humanitarian missions and development projects, and have won important victories in priority areas of UN concern”, such as landmines and debt relief.  The panel’s brief is to “look into the modes of participation in UN processes of non-governmental organisations, as well as of other non-governmental actors such as the private sector and parliamentarians”.  They are to identify best practices within the UN system and other international bodies, and to use them as a basis for recommendations to be issued within twelve months.

Who are “Civil Society”?  the discussion continues…

In the May 2002 newsletter, we concluded a  report on responses to the above question with the offer of a paper on the subject by Jeffrey Segall.  That paper led to an exchange of e-mails between Dr Segall and Peter Kitchenman of the Institute of Geography at Victoria University in Wellington, New Zealand.  

The two were agreed on what Civil Society was not: not state-sector, not profit-making sector.  Peter Kitchenman had been trying to catalogue  the  debate   in   UN   fora    about whether or not the business sector should be

included in the concept of “civil society”.  He also took an interest in the feminist perspective, which debated whether or not “civil society” includes “the family”.  He gave references to two papers in academic journals and a web article by Professor Peter Willetts of City University in London, an UNGA-Link member.  Readers interested in having those references should send an SAE to the Editor (see contact details box, page 4).

Peter Kitchenman’s website is:

http://vuw.ac.nz/staff/peter_kitchenman.

Invisible Women – Seeking Justice for Widows


At our AGM last July, the Co-ordinator of one of our member organisations invited the meeting to endorse a resolution passed by the UN Commission on the Status of Women the previous March.  After discussion and an attempt to draft a written response, it was decided that UNGA-Link’s best support would be to ask Joy Shaw to write the following report for the newsletter: 

Among the world’s people suffering cruel discrimination, widows have attracted little sympathy as a special case, but that is beginning to change, thanks in large measure to the Wilfrid Grenville-Grey & Joy Shaw work on a text      efforts of Margaret Owen, founder of Empowering Widows for Development and Widows for Peace and Reconstruction.  She found that, although she herself worked for UN agencies, widows had been overlooked in documentation.  Accordingly, on International Women’s Day (8th March) she presented the resolution summarised below to the 46th session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women, who passed it unanimously, asking that. 

· The UN appoint a special rapporteur on Women (Widows) and Armed Conflict

· The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) be requested to consider questioning governments on their policies and laws concerning women’s rights

· The UN and Donors should be lobbied to earmark special funds for the education of widows’ children.

The meeting approved a further resolution that the status of widows and their children should be an urgent priority for the UN agencies, development and humanitarian NGOs, governments and society at large.  Neglecting widows’ rights and the future of their children would obstruct processes aimed at establishing peace, democracy and good governance.

These demands were agreed in the context of huge increases in the numbers of women widowed through armed conflict and ethnic cleansing, in developing societies where AIDS infects women (often as the result of gang rapes during conflicts), and produces rising numbers of fatherless children.  

In another meeting, Dr Charlotte Abaka, Chair of CEDAW, agreed that the human rights of widows were an urgent issue and governments must be asked to consider the meeting’s request for a questionnaire on the subject.  It is important to see that the driving force behind this concern is not only what is best for widows, but also for their children, future generations, and so the whole of humanity.

For further information, contact: Joy Shaw, Co-ordinator, Association for Teachers’ Widows, 

3 Bransell Close, Crockenhill, Swanley, Kent BR8 8LS; Tel. 01322 663 833.

GLOBAL ACCOUNTABILITY PROJECT: 

Another of our member organisations, The One World Trust, recently published a report on a pilot project which assessed the accountability of twenty-one global organisations in three categories, as seen below. The pilot report outlines the governance of each organisation in relation to the degree of control its members have, along with an analysis of emerging trends.  Each was assessed according to a single set of criteria, and a numerical score given.     

Type of Organisation
Members

Intergovernmental Organisation (IGO)
Member States

Transnational Corporation (TNC)
Shareholders

International Non-governmental
National Organisations

Organisation (INGO)
(sections, groups, committees)  

For further information, contact:
One World Trust, 

Houses of Parliament,

London SW1A 0AA.

Tel. 020 7219 3825

www.oneworldtrust.org



                                                                                      










































































                                                             



































War is not the Way
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UNGA-Link’s 3 current proposals


presented to the World Civil Society Forum, 2002 - A reminder and an up-date





A World Civil Society Liaison Body to ensure that international civil society’s forums, networks, UN-NGO bodies, people’s assemblies and peaceful social movements* regard one another as allies for a better world.  The proposal is that the World Civil Society Forum (WCSF) should initiate discussions with other entities on the possibility of establishing a Liaison Body to ensure harmonious and cooperative relations – by, for example, seeking to avoid date clashes of events.  





We recognise that no single entity can claim to represent the whole governance section of international civil society, but if all come under a common umbrella such as the proposed Liaison Body, we might win public recognition as the world’s civil society counterpart to the governments of the UN’s member-states. An impartial secretariat would be required, for which help or advice could be sought from the Non-Governmental Liaison Service and the Union of International Associations. * for example the Association of World Citizens, World Citizens Assembly, CIVICUS, CONGO, Forum for World Peace, Millennium Peoples Assembly, Montreal International Forum, Ubuntu, World Federalist Movement, WANGO, WFUNA and the World Social Forum.





WCSF Observer Accreditation to the UN General Assembly and Main Committees to allow international civil society to monitor and report on the implementation of the UN’s Millennium Declaration Goals.  The observers’ reports could be the basis of a WCSF assessment of progress-in-implementation, alongside those of the Secretary-General and the General Assembly.





A Global Policy Network on Preventing Armed Conflict to follow up Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s suggestion in his We the peoples…report (A/54/2000) that “global policy networks” could act as “coalitions for change” which “bring together international institutions, civil society and private sector organisations, and national governments, in pursuit of common goals.”  





Prevention of Armed Conflict (A/55/985-S/2001/574) was another of the Secretary-General’s reports, which has the endorsements of the Security Council and the General Assembly, and carries a pledge “to move the United Nations from a culture of reaction to a culture of prevention.”  This important document appeared in August 2001 – the month before the outrage of “9-11” provoked our leaders to “make war on terrorism”.  Deeply disturbed by developments since then, we propose that the WCSF endeavour to initiate a Global Policy Network to help achieve the Prevention of Armed Conflict.





Up-date: there has been progress on the third proposal, in that the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) accepted our proposal for an Electronic Global Policy Network on Preventing Armed Conflict as a document for their second PrepCom in February.  


(See insert).
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