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THE UN IS INDISPENSABLE

“Greater respect for human rights, along with democracy and social justice, will, in the long term, be the most effective prophylactic against terror.” Implementation of the UN Millennium Declaration (A/58/323)

Implementation, Implementation

The Secretary-General’s report, quoted above, was released 8 September 2003. At the press conference which announced its launch, he expressed the same frank appreciation of current global realities so widely admired in his address at the opening of the General Assembly later that month.

His report, he said, contained many questions; his intention was to start a debate, not to finish it.  Are the vision and the consensus contained in the Millennium Declaration still intact?   Is the UN system working as it should?  He thinks perhaps not, and included in the report his own analysis and suggestions for implementing the agenda agreed by 189 member states in 2000.
Among them, he said, “we need to take a hard look at our institutions themselves, including especially the principal organs of the United Nations – the Security Council, the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council, and maybe even the Trusteeship Council.  If they are to regain their authority, they may need radical reform.” (all bold added. Brief report in NGLS Go Between No.99 p28; full report at www.un.org/millenniumgoals.)

On the question of institutional reform, the thoughts of Boutros Boutros Ghali and Federico Mayor (former UN Secretary-General and former UNESCO Director-General respectively) will be found in the  discussion paper enclosed with this newsletter, along with our own most recent proposal for a World Civil Society Union having Observer Status at the UN General Assembly.  (see also pages 2 & 4).
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Partnerships, Partnerships

Over the past decade it has become increasingly apparent that governments and intergovernmental organisations like the UN and its Agencies could not achieve their aims or Programmes of Action without the active support and participation of civil society, and other “non-state actors”.

The Panel on UN-Civil Society Relations will be reporting to the Secretary-General in April, with their list of practical steps for reform.  In the absence of a consensus definition of civil society, the Panel is taking the broadest possible approach.  On page 3, we report on the visit to London by two members of the Panel, and include a diagram from a UNDP discussion paper which shows the central area of overlap among state, civil society and private sectors where partnerships are needed for effective governance.

“It’s better to light a candle

than to curse the darkness”, and we see light in the higher profile of the United Nations and International Law gained from the painful experience of 2003.  We are encouraged by the vision and leadership of the Secretary-General, in the report above, his “fork in the road” address to the General Assembly, the High Level Panel on Global Challenges which he appointed, as well as the Civil Society one; and his constant support for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (page 4).

In the UK, we can act in partnership with him by supporting the UNA lobby to “put the UN at the heart of foreign policy”!  (page 4.)                                          Editor

World Civil Society Forum – steady as she goes…

Among the growing collection of global civil society networks, the Geneva-based World Civil Society Forum/ WCSF is notable for its inclusiveness, the breadth of its agenda, and its clarity of purpose.  It aims to provide a platform for Civil Society Organisations/CSOs to discuss the full range of common concerns but not to speak on their behalf.  The purpose is to facilitate cooperation through sharing best practices and developing partnerships, thus strengthening support for common goals and enhancing cooperation with the UN and its agencies.  On 1st November 2003, two members of its Steering Committee spoke at a conference on Civil Society Participation in the United Nations, arranged by the WCSF UK Support Group: Sebastien Ziegler and Mamadou Ndiaye.

 Sebastien Ziegler (Chair of the Forum & Director of Mandat International in Geneva) outlined the origins of the Forum and its history to date.  An idea taken forward from the NGO Millennium Forum at the UN in New York in May 2000 led to a Preparatory Conference in Geneva in July 2001 and the foundation Forum/WCSF-1 a year later.  About a thousand people attended in 2002, from four hundred Civil Society Organisations/CSOs from all six continents.  The programme included working groups, training sessions, a civil society village, music and a youth forum, as well as a three-day plenary debate on the foundation of the Forum.  The nine thematic working groups produced substantial reports and made 145 recommendations for the Forum to take forward.  For the next three years, those working groups, national support groups and regional co-ordinators will be engaged in consultations and the planning of WCSF-2, to be held in July 2006.

Mamadou Ndiaye (African Member of the Coordinating Council, based at the African Office for Development and Cooperation in Senegal) described the challenging task of trying to present the full diversity of the African continent. .  After consulting with groups North, South, East and West he worked with representatives to compile from all their priorities a list of 10 themes for WCSF-1. High on that list were, as one would expect, the prevention of armed conflict and the reduction of poverty.  Mamadou Ndiaye sees great potential for civil society cooperation in Africa through promoting information exchange, development cooperation and concerted lobbying of governments.  Talks are now proceeding to organise a thematic meeting in South Africa on Poverty and another in Cameroon on Development.

UK CSOs give their views on UN-Civil Society Relations

As part of the preparation for the 1st November conference, the WCSF UK Support Group conducted an Opinion Survey in this country and Keith Hindell (Co-Chair) reported the results to the conference.  A mailing went to 3,870 organisations, most of which had no formal link with the UN system.  The response rate was disappointing, just 2.6%, an indication of the continuing challenge of persuading our fellow CSOs that our agenda is relevant to theirs, whatever theirs may be.  Of the 102 organisations which did reply, over a third already had formal or informal links with the UN and found the contact satisfactory.  60% of those currently without a formal link to the UN would like to enhance their contact; and two thirds supported the concept of a World Civil Society Union/WCSU with Observer Status at the UN General Assembly.   Following discussion of Keith Hindell’s report, those present at the conference also gave general approval to the WCSU proposal.

Further information: 

The website of the Forum is www.worldcivilsociety.org ; the e-mail address forum@mandint.org.  

For a fuller report of the 1st November conference, or a CD Rom report on WCSF-1, apply to the Editor.  

Our Christmas Present from New York

Our second application for Associated Status with the UN Department of Public Information/ DPI has been successful.  This means we have persuaded the DPI’s Committee on NGOs that we are sufficiently well-established and have adequate outreach capacity to warrant this formal link.  It allows us to designate a main representative and an alternate to receive the right to attend all open meetings of UN bodies as an observer, as well as weekly NGO briefings organised by the DPI.  

Our representative will be Wilfrid Grenville-Grey, who has been “Our Man in New York” since UNGA-Link was launched nearly six years ago.

Through this association we accept a commitment to disseminate information and raise public awareness about the purposes and activities of the United Nations and issues of global concern; and are encouraged to cooperate with representatives of the UN system in our own country.  Until now, we have enjoyed very good relations with the UN Information Centre in London and regret, with UNA-UK and many other organisations, the decision to close it as from 31st December 2003 and replace it with a European Regional Centre in Brussels.

Most of our information will now come from UN websites, and we intend to develop our own – subject as always to the availability of human and material resources!

UNDP Reconceptualising Governance

As a contribution to the on-going debate about Global Governance and the role of Civil Society,      

we present here a Venn diagram and associated text from a discussion paper by the UN Development Programme, Reconceptualising Governance, published in January 1997.

“Governance includes the state, but transcends it by taking in the private sector and civil society.  All three are critical for sustaining human development. The state creates a conducive political and legal environment.  The private sector generates jobs and income.  And civil society facilitates political and social interaction – mobilising groups to participate in economic, social and political activities.  

Because each has weaknesses and strengths, a major objective of our support for good governance is to promote constructive interaction among all three.”  

Be Bold – Be Visionary – Be Pragmatic

That is what Secretary-General Kofi Annan  asked of the members of the High Level Panel on Civil Society & UN Relationships whom he appointed last February, and whose report is due to reach him in April this year.

Two members of the Panel, Malini Mehra of the Centre for Social Markets based in India and Mary Racelis, an Education specialist from the Philippines, spoke of the Panel’s work at a UK Parliamentary Consultation arranged by the One World Trust and Ms Mehra’s Organisation on 17  November 2003.  They spoke briefly of their work, the main task being to produce a set of practical recommendations for the Secretary- General on how the UN’s relationship with civil society, as well as with private sector and parliaments, could be improved. 

The main purpose of this meeting was to allow them to hear and respond to the parliamentarians, civil servants and NGO/CSO people present. Ms Mehra said the amount of open global consultation involved is a first for the UN.  What the Secretary-General chooses to do with their report – whether, and if so when to publish it – is a decision for him.  In the meantime we can go to the panel’s website and follow its links for detailed information: www.un.org/reform/panel. 

 

Global Partnership

1. For the Prevention of Armed Conflict

As reported in this newsletter last September, a coalition of NGOs has formed in response to the Secretary-General urging civil society to consider their role in conflict prevention and future interaction with the United Nations in this field.  The lead organisations in this country are Saferworld and International Alert. 

As part of the global consultation process, a European Regional Conference will be held in Dublin from 31 March - 2 April, jointly organised by the European Centre for Conflict Prevention/ ECCP and the Irish Government.    
The overarching theme of this conference will be Interaction: how can governmental and non-governmental organisations use their diversity to develop better mechanisms to address the issues of peace and conflict? UNGA-Link will be represented in Dublin – expect a report in our next edition.

2. For Parliamentary Democracy

In November 2002, the Inter-parliamentary Union/IPU received Observer Status at the UN General Assembly.  Founded in 1889 as the first international political organisation, it was granted consultative status with ECOSOC in 1947 as one NGO among the rest.  For years the IPU protested about the democratic deficit at the United Nations, and sought special recognition as the UN’s “parliamentary dimension”. *  The granting of Observer Status and the right to circulate its official documents is a major achievement – and from UNGA-Link’s point of view, an interesting precedent. 

In the many existing organisations of global civil society, we see the potential for an umbrella liaison body – a World Civil Society Union – which could warrant UNGA Observer Status in its turn.  See item 3 of the enclosed discussion paper for some detail of this proposal.

*Source: “IPU Reform: Basic Proposals Adopted”,

Claudia Kissling, The Federalist Debate March 2003.

          

“Put the UN at the heart of UK Foreign Policy”

UNA-UK’s 8th Annual Lobby of Parliament

Tuesday 16 March, 2004 – 1:30-5:30

To register, and order a lobby pack, contact

Lobby 2004, UNA, 3 Whitehall Court, London SW1A 2EL; Tel. 020 7930 2931;

e-mail: interns@una-uk.org

UNGA-Link UK exists to promote links between British NGOs/CSOs & the UN General Assembly


in order to encourage the implementation of common goals through partnerships.





Our members are diverse in size and range of special interests.  Some have recognised status within the UN system, most do not.  All want to see civil society more coherently represented at the United Nations.





If you or your organisation are not already a member of UNGA-Link UK, do join us!


If you are a member, have you renewed your subscription? 


Our new year, 2003-2004, began in October.


























Got Computer Skills & Time to  Spare?





UNGA-Link has received a grant to employ a part-time assistant,


10 hours per week.





Annual salary, £5,200 plus NI if required





Work would include recruiting and relating to members, and promoting UNGA-Link more generally.





Applicants must be competent in computer skills, and have access to an online computer.





Address applications or further enquiries to the Secretary.
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