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…Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World

The photograph was taken on UN Day 2000 at a ceremony to mark the beginning of the International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World. Members of Youthvoice Worldwide gathered to plant a plane tree in Mile End's Millennium Park, near the site where the first flying bomb fell on London in the Second World War.   

For this new decade to be more than a rhetorical and sentimental exercise, governments, international organisations, NGOs and civil society as a whole must play their appropriate parts in changing attitudes and supporting new ways of living together on planet Earth.  

Much progress has already been made through the UN system.  The 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child, for example, has now been ratified by all member states with just two exceptions: Somalia and the United States.  The ILO's convention on the worst forms of child labour (No. 182, 1999) was ratified by 27 states in its first year and came into force in November 2000.  In May 2000, a global Partnership for Children was launched by Nelson Mandela and Graca Machel with UNICEF's support, seeking "specific commitments… and specific results" from leaders of all sectors to tackle the major problems of children and adolescents.  In New York this September, a General Assembly Special Session on Children will be held, to review progress since the 1990 World Summit for Children.

Monitoring how far progress  in the development of international law and agreements between leaders results in safer homes, schools and societies for the world's children is a task to be shared by civil society at the local level. 

The General Assembly declared that "partnerships … should be encouraged and strengthened for a Global Movement for a culture of peace."(bold italics added,A/RES/53/243).  Members of UNGA-Link hope that current moves to involve civil society more actively in the UN system - see the report on page 3 - will result in a Civil Society Forum linked with the General Assembly as one way to help realise the goal of this decade.   
                 The Editor.

UN Jigsaw, Wilfrid Grey
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 Jeffrey Segall reviews:
ISBN 0 533 13079 4 
£9.95 
UN Jigsaw is my choice for "best buy" on the UN.  Wilfrid Grey has drawn on his knowledge and experience as a political journalist and NGO representative to give us an informative and lively overview of the UN at work in its New York headquarters.  He has skilfully integrated descriptions of key events and documents with related comments from UN officials, diplomats of the Member States, NGO representatives and other activists whom he interviewed for this purpose.

The outcome of this approach is an objective and multifaceted picture of how the UN actually functions.  Its successes and failures are treated even-handedly, and are evaluated against a background of realpolitik, not simplistically attributed to "goodies" and "baddies".

The "jigsaw" consists of 127 pieces, with an average size of about two pages.  The reader is helped to build a mental picture by the grouping of the pieces into eleven Parts: Security Council and General Assembly; international law; peace-keeping; disarmament; human rights; rights of women and children; economic and social matters; the environment; media impact; religions and values at the UN; and some items from the UN's history. Four "Walkabouts" interspersed between the Parts describe the structures and environment in which the pieces are played out - the UN's building and grounds, and its exhibitions, art treasures and memorials.

About 40 photographs illustrate the text: some two-thirds the Parts, and one-third the Walkabouts.  As well as being an easy reader, UN Jigsaw is useful for reference, assisted by an index and list of UN abbreviations.  The book is well worth buying and can be recommended to libraries with a clear conscience.  It is available from The Economists' Bookshop, Waterstone's, Clare Market, Portugal Street, London WC2A 2AB. Tel. 020 7405 5531, Fax. 020 7430 1584, Enquiries@economists.waterstones.co.uk   

UNGA-Link UK: members & plans

Since our launch in April 1998, UNGA-Link UK (UK Network for Civil Society Link with UN General Assembly) has gathered a diverse group of member organisations, in addition to individuals with links to many other civil society groups.  

As of November 2000, our 36 member organisations included branches of UNA-UK, London Region CND, a Buddhist Temple, a local Quaker Meeting, the international headquarters of the Salvation Army, Medical Missionaries, community groups and Community Networks International, and the UK sections of five organisations committed to aspects of peace and environmental protection.

This year, UNGA-Link expects to have representatives at (the Habitat Review conference, the Conference on Racism & the DPI-NGO conference) as well as the Preparatory Conference for the next World Civil Society Forum (see page 3).

Member Organisations - May we list you on our website?

We are in the process of designing a website and would like to include a list of our member organisations, given their permission.  

To achieve our aim of developing a national network model to represent civil society in a UN-linked forum, we need to retain our existing members and gain many more.

Please return the enclosed reply slip if your organisation is willing to be listed, and so to encourage others.

World Civil Society Forum

Working together & Strengthening Co-operation

A Preparatory Conference for the follow-up to last May's Millennium NGO Forum will be held in Geneva this year, from 18-20 July (Wednesday to Friday).  An invitation is extended to all non-governmental and civil society organisations.  UNGA-Link will be represented, and we hope that many more UK organisations will take the opportunity to attend.

The World Civil Society Forum to follow in 2002 is being organised in response to the strong demand of the Millennium Forum for means of strengthening co-operation among the NGOs and CSOs themselves, and with the UN system.  In order to maximise the participation of people from the South, it will be held during the week before the UN Working Group on Indigenous Peoples and the Sub-Commission on Human Rights also meet in Geneva. A further advantage of the Geneva venue is the presence of so many UN specialised agencies and other international organisations there, available to provide expert speakers on a variety of subjects.

In addition to the fundamental aims of gathering representatives from the widest possible range of organisations round the world to strengthen co-operation among ourselves and with the international agencies, the Forum aims to constitute a permanent civil society forum to allow NGOs and CSOs to meet, to share experiences and concerns, and eventually to take common positions.

The Forum should

· Be as inclusive as possible
· Be representative of the various geographical areas of the world
· Cover the issues of concern to NGOs and Indigenous People's Organisations (IPOs) in a balanced way; and facilitate links between the issues including Development, the Environment, Humanitarian Issues, Human Rights, and Peace
· Be independent of the UN system but work in close co-operation with it
· Facilitate the sharing of objective and reliable information
The Forum's Steering Committee should

· Be as representative of the diversity of organisations and concerns as possible

· Be neutral and work as a facilitator

· Guarantee equity and transparency

· Build up efficient and democratic mechanisms for the decision-making process of the Forum

The Programme of the World Civil Society Forum in July 2002 is expected to include plenary and small-group sessions on the range of topics selected during the preparatory process.  Some plenaries will have expert panels giving presentations and answering questions while others will be reserved for discussion of issues and proposals of common concern.  There will be a procedure for resolutions, seeking to achieve common positions on key subjects.  And there will be cultural and social activities to encourage mutual friendship and understanding.  

The Preparatory Forum 18-20 July, 2001 has the tasks of adopting the programme and procedures for the  2002 Forum, and to elect a fully representative steering committee.  

A full report of the background and plans may be found on www.mandint.org/forum or from World Civil Society Forum, c/o Mandat International, 31 Chemin William Rappard, 1293 Bellevue, Geneva, Switzerland; e-mail: admin@mandint.org, fax: (+ + 41 22) 959 88 51.

Do consider being part of this process - and encourage your organisations and friends!
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       YEAR OF VOLUNTEERS






2001
Wearing an orange and blue ribbon in the style illustrated identifies a supporter of the UN International Year of Volunteers.  In this country, the Home Office's Active Community Unit is providing funding for the salaries of three Project Assistants to act as co-ordinators and give advice and information. Events scheduled so far include the first UK-wide promotional week for Student Community Action (19-23 February), Volunteers Week (1-7 June), the Whitbread Volunteer Action Awards on 5 June 2001, and a series of one-day regional conventions to be held between February and October.  Unsurprisingly, it's all being done on a shoestring budget and we are invited to make our own ribbons: instructions are given in a free pack obtainable from a Project Assistant on 020 7401 5430.  For information about events, go to www.iyv2001england.org.uk 

The importance of the voluntary sector - no doubt the largest and most diverse component of Civil Society - is increasingly recognised across the political spectrum.  Through the National Council of Voluntary Organisations (NCVO), of which UNGA-Link UK is a member, this sector has a common organ in this country.  Members of UNGA-Link look to another level of co-operative organisation, giving the voluntary sector a common voice at the United Nations through a World Civil Society Forum linked with the General Assembly.

Universal Alliance

The Universal Alliance (U.A.), one of our member organisations, is committed to the brother-and-sisterhood of all humanity, and the ecological harmony of humankind with the rest of creation. They extend an open invitation to attend their two-week series of lectures and workshops in Greece this year. 

Dates:  20 August - 1 September, 2001 

Venue: Harmoniki Zoi Centre, Mirimunda,


 6km north of Athens

Key speakers: Emmanuel Petrakis, 

             David Stringer

Programme: Week 1: workshop on The Science of Creative Living; Week 2: Universal Alliance conference - discussion sessions on a variety of themes & projects.

Estimated cost: £30 registration, plus £12 a day for shared accommodation and self-catered vegetarian/vegan meals.
For full details, contact David Stringer,

International Co-ordinator, 

Four Turnings Bungalow, 

Newtown, Fowey, Cornwall PL23 1JU; 

e-mail: universalalliance.org@tinyworld.co.uk
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