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3 October, 2008.
H.E. Father Miguel d’Escoto Brockmann,
President of the UN General Assembly,

United Nations Headquarters,

United Nations Plaza,

New York 10017,

U.S.A.

Your Excellency,

I’m writing to you as coordinator of a network which sees the best hope for the democratisation of the United Nations in a Civil Society link with the General Assembly.

I have read with much interest and appreciation your acceptance speech upon your election as UNGA President, and your remarks at the opening of the General Debate on September 23rd.  
In the former, I welcome especially the quotation from the UNESCO constitution, saying peace must be founded upon “the intellectual and moral solidarity of mankind”; your call for unity among the UN’s member states, born of love and refraining from “futile recriminations”; and your naming Gandhi as the paradigm in our common struggle for a better world.
I sincerely hope that your diplomatic colleagues and their governments respond from their hearts to the remarks you made to them at the opening of the General Debate: that the most pressing problems we face are man-made, that they can be traced in large part to the lack of democracy at the United Nations, and that we now have the choice of solidarity and new horizons, or death.  As the poet Auden expressed it, “We must love one another or die”.
The one thing completely absent from both speeches was a reference to the role of Civil Society.  Both were, of course, addressed to your colleagues in the General Assembly, but in recent years it has been common practice for both the Secretary-General and the UNGA President to include a brief acknowledgement of the need for cooperation among all sectors of society.  We took heart, for example, from the phrase in your predecessor’s address to the opening of the General Debate last year, 

“We must forge a lasting consensus - a global alliance for action - by bringing together Member States, the private sector, NGOs and civil society.”

UNGA-Link supporters believe that until Civil Society Organisations are systematically related to the United Nations – we propose for a start, a World Civil Society Union with Observer Status at the General Assembly on the lines of the Interparliamentary Union – the sovereign member states will not break free from the real politik considerations which prevent them from truly working together to achieve the goals to which they commit themselves. 
We recognise that global Civil Society has a long way to go before it achieves the necessary coherence for such a body.   

In the meantime, could you assure us that you support the efforts of Civil Society Organisations such as ours to be part of “a global alliance” to achieve the aims and purposes of the United Nations?

Yours sincerely,









